Ogden Resource Center
ORC Spring Newsletter 2016
Happy Spring!
Now that spring has officially arrived, it is time to look ahead to the end of one school year and beginning of the next one. Here are some reminders from the Ogden Resource Center along with new information.


ORC Online
Please send back any ORC items checked out that you no longer need. The end of the school year is a good time to review your inventory and send back items that are no longer being used. If you need something updated (transferred to a different student, student information, etc.), please contact Jennifer Fenton at jennifer.fenton@wssb.wa.gov or 360.947.3340. 

Remember to make sure that all the kids in your school have the correct Visual Function Level in ORC online. This is vitally important because only the kids who are FDB or MDB qualify for Quota funds. The kids with IEP, 504 or FVE do not receive funding. Just a reminder, here are the definitions:

Meet the Definition of Blindness (MDB) – central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with correcting glasses or a peripheral field so contracted that the widest diameter of such field subtends an angular distance no greater than 20 degrees.
Function at the Definition of Blindness (FDB) - visual performance reduced by brain injury or dysfunction when visual function meets the definition of blindness as determined by an eye care specialist or neurologist.

Phase 1 of the APH (American Printing House for the Blind) census has been submitted; final census counts won’t be complete until the end of summer/early fall. Please remember to keep your students updated in ORC Online since the census is ongoing and the process will start all over again once it is complete. 

We hope that the new ORC Online database is easy to use. Please let us know if you encounter any issues while using the database. The reported issues should be fixed, so please let us know if any problems re-occur.

ORC Online Resources:

· ORC Online: https://orc.wssb.wa.gov/
· Account Holder Registration form/Alternate Media Production Request Form/Mailing Labels: https://orc.wssb.wa.gov/Home/Forms

Thanks!


Braille and Large Print

It is time to order braille and large print books for the 2016-2017 school year. As an added incentive, we have given schools an extra month to place orders before our rates go up. Out of state customers and non-school customers will start paying the new rates on April 1st. The new rates for schools in Washington State will take effect on May 1, 2016. You have about a month to submit orders if you wish to take advantage of the savings.

Here are the current prices and the prices that take effect May 1st:

Current prices:
· Large Print: $0.40/page
· Literature/Social Studies/English Language Arts (EBAE, UEB): $1.75/print page
· Science/Foreign Language: $3.00/print page
· Mathematics(Nemeth)/Chemistry (Nemeth): $4.00/print page
· Music: $7.00/print page
· Graphics Only: $6.00/each

New Prices, effective 5/1/16:
· Large Print: $0.45/page
· Music: $7.00/print page
· Graphics Only: $7.00/each

English Braille American Edition (EBAE): 
· Literature/Social Studies/English Language Arts: $2.50/print page
· Science/Foreign Language: $3.50/print page
· Mathematics (Nemeth)/Chemistry (Nemeth): $4.50/print page

Unified English Braille (UEB):
· Literature/Social Studies/English Language Arts: $3.50/print page
· Science/Foreign Language: $4.50/print page
· Mathematics (Nemeth)/Chemistry (Nemeth): $6.00/print page

The price increases are due to substantial increases in the cost of production including transcription and proofreading. Since UEB is new and there are fewer transcribers and proofreaders with the ability to handle UEB, it is more expensive to produce.

Another change in pricing that will take effect May 1st is that we will be charging for ORC produced braille and large print consumable items. We are no longer able to produce the consumable items free of charge. This will not impact APH items, only those produced by the Braille Access Center at the Ogden Resource Center. Non-consumable braille and large print books produced by ORC will still be available for loan free of charge. If you wish to purchase a book for your school to keep, you may contact us at braille@wssb.wa.gov to purchase the book rather than borrow it through ORC Online.



20th Anniversary of Braille Program
It is the 20th anniversary of the braille program at the Washington Corrections Center for Women and the program was featured in a Correctional Industries news article and on Seattle’s King 5 news. 

King 5 news story:
http://www.king5.com/news/local/inmates-transcribe-books-into-braille/97145347
DOC article: http://www.doc.wa.gov/news/stories/2016/03222016-lost-soul-finds-purpose-braille.asp

PNW-AER Presentation
Superintendent Dean Stenehjem, Ed.D. and Jennifer Fenton, ORC Director will be facilitating a focus group on ORC services at the Spokane PNW AER Conference. We hope you will join in the discussion, the session is Friday, April 22, 4:20 5:30pm. 

Reinventing the Ogden Resource Center: Focus Group on the Future of the Ogden Resource Center
[bookmark: _GoBack]Description: The Ogden Resource Center is looking towards the future and input from the community served is essential. Participants are invited to attend this focus group to give input into the services and resources provided by the Ogden Resource Center at the Washington State School for the Blind. Participate in small group discussions to help create the future of the Ogden Resource Center.
As technology changes, the resources and services provided by the Ogden Resource Center need to evolve. Come to this focus group meeting to participate in the discussion on the future of Ogden Resource Center. What services and resources would be most beneficial to your students? What do you think will be needed in the next few years to best serve BVI students?

ORC Contact Information: 
Instructional Resource Center:
360.947.3340 (Jennifer Fenton, Director)
360.947.3341 (Justin Raner, Admin Assistant)
Braille Center/BLUE/UEB Exam:
360.947.3344 (Kandi Lukowski)
Large Print:
	360.947.3346 (Angela Vargas)
Braille (proofreader):
	360.947.3345 (Mike Sivill)
Warehouse:
360.947.3341 (Justin Raner)
	360.947.3342 (Tyler Peterson)

*We no longer have a 1-800 number or front desk number.

Email:
· Director: jennifer.fenton@wssb.wa.gov
· Braille Quotes/Exam questions: braille@wssb.wa.gov
Jennifer Fenton, ORC Director		jennifer.fenton@wssb.wa.gov

