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Welcome to Algebra 1 and the wonderful world and language of Algebra. Algebra 1 is typically the first course in high school mathematics. The state of Washington requires that at least 3 years of math be completed while at high school – Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2.  This course is designed to teach you mathematical ways of thinking, problem solving and communication, as well as prepare you for continued scholastic success in mathematics.  In particular, this class will build a strong foundation in Algebra and prepare you for success on the Washington State End of Course Exam. 

Algebra 1 is one of the most important courses you will study in high school.  Algebra skills are required for success in future math, science, computer, economics, business, statistics, social sciences, and vocational/technical courses you may take.  Additionally, Algebra problems are a large portion of the ACT and SAT college entrance exams and community college placement exams like the COMPASS.  So, in other words, even if you are not interested in a career in math or science, you still need to know Algebra.  While it is true that you “have to “learn Algebra, I would encourage you to think of all your math courses as a road to becoming a better thinker and problem solver.  You will most likely hear me say this in class:  The more math you know the more money you can make, but more importantly the more math you know the more money you can keep.   In other words, being a better thinker and problem solver will pay off in the world of career opportunities and success as well as allow you to be confident, independent and prosperous in your private life. 

Course Objectives

The student will learn to think critically and analytically.
The student will achieve mastery in use of algebraic techniques.
The student will learn how to apply mathematics to real world applications.
The student will gain a greater understanding of algebraic concepts needed for future mathematics work.

The Primary Goal

This class is designed to help you as learners master the Algebra 1 mathematics curriculum. I know that you can be successful in mathematics. Sometimes it will be hard, and you may even want to quit. That feeling is okay. Whatʼs not okay is actually giving up. You can learn and be successful at mathematics, and I am here to help you do just that. You can get in touch with me before or after school, during lunch, or by email. Please do so if you need help.

Topics of Study

The language and tools of algebra, solving linear equations, functions and patterns, analyzing linear equations, solving systems of linear equations, solving linear inequalities, polynomials, factoring, quadratic and exponential functions, radical expressions and triangles, rational expressions and equations, statistics and probability.

These topics of study align with common core standards.  A document containing these standards can be accessed at:  

http://www.k12.wa.us/CoreStandards/Mathematics/pubdocs/CCSSI_MathStandards.pdf

Required Materials

Textbook – Glencoe McGraw Hill Algebra 1  (Regular print, large print and braille copies will be available in the classroom to use during class and check out for homework and studying.)
Note Taking Devices – This can be a BrailleNote, Perkins brailler, paper and writing utensils, recording devices, or computer.
Paper – Braille, Bold Line, Wide Ruled, College Ruled, etc. A supply will be available in the classroom to use for classwork.  You will need to make sure you have a supply available to you in the cottages or at home to use for homework.
Writing Utensils – Sharpies, pens, and pencils will be available in the classroom to use for classwork.  You will need to make sure you have a supply available for you in the cottages or at home to use for homework.
Graph Paper – Raised line, tactile, bold line, large print and regular print, etc.  A supply will be available in the classroom to use for classwork.  You will need to make sure you have a supply available to you in the cottages or at home to use for homework.
Scientific Calculator – You may use your electronic devices version or a talking calculator.  Several will be available to use in the classroom and check out as needed for homework.

Grading

Your grade will be based on the percentage of total possible points you have earned.  There are three different categories that are used when calculating your overall percentage.  These are daily class participation/classwork 35%, homework 15%, and tests/quizzes 50%.  Total points are accumulated throughout each semester and you start over again at the start of semester two.  You can check you grades on Skyward. Turning in work late is not a good idea.  All late work is automatically assessed a 25% late penalty.

90-100% is an A.  80-89% is a B.  70-79% is a D.  60-69% is a C.  0-59% is an F.

Attendance

If you are absent you need to make arrangements the day of your return to make up missed work or tests/quizzes.  You must make up missed work or tests/quizzes within three school days of returning to school.  


Maintaining a Positive Learning Environment and Growth Mindset

I trust each of you to know what is appropriate, and inappropriate for the classroom.  I am committed to creating a positive classroom culture and community. Be respectful, communicative, kind and non-judgmental.  Do your work and allow others to do theirs.  Treat all people and property with respect.  Be prepared for class.  Be involved with the math discussions.  Participate fully in the learning experience.
