
Washington State School for the Blind, Going Out and Living Successfully (GOALS) Syllabus 2015-2016
Teacher: Corey Grandstaff
corey.grandstaff@wssb.wa.gov
Introduction
Welcome to Going Out and Living Successfully (Goals), where you will learn how to handle some of the challenges you may encounter after high school in the realm of finding a job, getting into and handling college, studying in college, and managing your finances. The primary goal of this course is to assist eleventh and twelfth grade students in developing the critical thinking and problem-solving skills they will need to manage their lives after high school. GOALS will provide the foundational knowledge for a student to handle his/her finances, find a job, and experience success while in college. The format of learning will include multiple projects, lectures, and discussion-based lessons. If a student is in need of assistance, he/she can contact the teacher after, before school, or throughout the day by e-mail.

Course Objectives:

· The student will learn necessary skills to find a job.
· The student will learn personal finance skills.
· The student will learn how to effectively study in college.

· The student will learn skills for success in college.

Topics of study:

· Study skills: taking effective notes, memorizing material, preparing for tests, developing an anti-procrastination plan, developing advocacy skills in the classroom, etc.

· Preparation for college: filling out college applications, finding scholarships, understanding financial aid, reading a syllabus, time management, etc.

· Personal finance: Budgeting, checkbook registries, different types of insurance, planning for retirement, taxes, finding an apartment, etc.

· Finding a job: interviewing techniques, filling out job applications, developing a resume and cover letter, completing a job shadow, etc.
These topics of study align with both writing and mathematical common core standards, for evidence on alignment, please ask the teacher for the curriculum map of this course. 
Required Materials and Skills
· Ability to e-mail assignments to teacher.

· Note-taking device

· USB flash Drive

Class Policies and Expectations
Grading: Students will receive a grade based on the following scale: A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69, and F=0-59. I will calculate grades using the following percentages: projects 40%, Quiz’s 10%, homework 10%, tests 15%, and in-class work 25%. 

Attendance: If you are absent, you need to consult with the teacher before the day of your absence if it is a planned absence, and after you return from your absence if unplanned. It is your responsibility to make up missed work during your absence. You will have the number of days you were absent to make up missed work.

Late Work Policy: All work is due when the bell rings at the beginning of the class on the date assigned by the teacher unless otherwise discussed with the teacher prior to the assigned date. Each day that an assignment is late, the grade for the assignment will drop 5% up to a week, after the assignment is one week or more late, the teacher will no longer accept the assignment.
Classroom environment: I believe as upper high school students, you know what is appropriate and inappropriate in the classroom. It is important we create a safe environment fostering learning for all students. The students and the teacher will respect the personal property and space, the individual beliefs and attitudes, establish a nonjudgmental environment, and communicate with individuals in the classroom. In addition, it is important we complete our work, as well as allow others to do work without unneeded distractions. My expectation is each day the students and the teacher will come prepared to class, ready to participate in classroom discussions, and participate in the learning activity of the day.

