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WASHINGTON STATE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Minutes from Board of Trustees Meeting

January 31, 2006
Conference Call
Board Members Participating: Joe Fram, Sherry Perry, Denise Colley, Eric Wiseman, and Chuck Nelson.

Board Members Absent: Annabelle Fitts, Steve Rainey, and Kay Adamson.
Ex-Officio Members Participating:  Berl Colley (Washington Council of the Blind), Bonda Albers (Washington Federation of State Employees Local #1225), Judy Koch-Smith (WSSB Teachers Association), and Michael Freeman (National Federation of the Blind of Washington).

Ex-Officio Members Absent:  Kathleen Brown (Parent Representative)
Washington State School for the Blind (WSSB) Staff Members Participating: Dr. Dean Stenehjem (Superintendent), and Janet Merz (recording secretary).

January 31, 2006 – 7:30 – 8:20 p.m.  
Chuck called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
Meetings with Representative Dunshee and Representative Dickerson:  Dr. Stenehjem met with Representative Dunshee and Representative Dickerson on 1/31/06. Dr. Stenehjem asked both Representatives how we could work together to improve services to blind and visually impaired children in the state.   Representative Dickerson intense interest is in the area of  improving services for children ages birth through 3.  Dr. Stenehjem, LouOma Durand (Director, Department of Services for the Blind) and Representative Dickerson will be setting up a meeting in April to discuss this subject.  Representative Dunshee was aware that there were issues and discrepancies with the report.    
Discussion on up-coming testimony by Superintendent to the House Capital Committee:  Dr. Stenehjem will bring five letters of support for the school.  Steve Rainey, Shahena Wingate-Pearse, Debbie Ham, and Mark and Susie Davidson (parents) will appear to testify on behalf of WSSB.  This meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 2 at 1:30 p.m.  Dr. Stenehjem will have approximately 10 minutes to respond to the WSIPP Comparative Study on the School for the Blind and Deaf.  

WASA/WSSDA Legislative Conference:  Chuck mentioned that at the last Board meeting, it was decided that we would have two groups visiting Representatives and Senators.  Since we were unable to schedule as many appointments as originally anticipated; Annabelle Fitts and Chuck Nelson both volunteered to not attend this year.

Personnel:  The mediation hearing with Robb Peck was postponed at the request of his attorney.  The next mediation date is set for March 24, 2006.  A response from OSPI is still waiting and could be up to a year and one month.

Executive Session:  An Executive Session was called to order at 8:08 p.m. and adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 a.m.  The next Board meeting will be held in Vancouver on March 17-18, 2006. 
Chuck Nelson, Chair




Dean O. Stenehjem, Ed.D. 
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